
Hi Luke,
We started our first class of the fall semester, MPA 650: Introduction to Public Policy. The instructor seems pretty picky, so I have a feeling we’re going to have a lot of work this semester. 
For this course, we need to submit a 12-page paper at the end of the semester, but we’ll be working on and submitting different parts of it each week.
Here are the books and readings for the course:
Required Reading:
· The Fundamentals of the Public Policy Process – Saroukhanian
Recommended/Optional Readings:
· Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies – John W. Kingdon
· After Disaster: Agenda Setting, Public Policy, and Focusing Events – Thomas A. Birkland
· Lessons of Disaster: Policy Change after Catastrophic Events – Thomas A. Birkland
Just wanted to give you a heads-up about the new class and what we’ll be working on this semester. I will send two assignments for this week. 




















Proposal: 2nd assignment for the week: (First one was the Discussion on Hunger discussion)


The second assignment for this week is the paper proposal, which is due by September 2, 2026.

The assignment requires a 1–2-page proposal outlining your selected public policy to guide your final research paper. I will review and approve the topics to ensure everyone is on the right track before we meet in class the following week.
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You will be required to submit a 1–2-page proposal for the final paper that outlines and describes your selected public policy. The purpose of the proposal is to help prepare and guide you in your research. Once submitted, I will review each student’s topic and make sure you are on the right track before investing time and effort on the final research paper. This means I will review and approve each of the research topics and have them ready for you in class the following week.
 
The proposal should include the following information:
1.      What public policy have you selected?
2.      Why have you chosen the specific policy?
3.      Provide a very brief background and introduction to the policy area.
Finally, explain the methods you will use for your final paper such as the kinds of research you will conduct whether it will be library research, interviews, site visits, etc

APA Style
Please utilize the APA style guide for your final paper. You may refer to the APA manual for formatting and citation requirements. Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab is a good source for general APA guidelines. In addition, two useful Web-based tools that may be used to help generate citations include:
·        Citation Machine
·        The KnightCite Citation Service

